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N E E D  T O  K N O W

G E T TI N G TH E RE
Ivato International Airport is 
about 30 minutes’ drive from 
Antananarivo, Madagascar’s 
capital city.

B E ST TI M E TO G O 
Aim to visit during the dry 
season from May to October 
when it’s cooler with less 
rainfall, making it perfect for 
outdoor experiences. 

CU R R E N CY Malagasy ariary

TI M E ZO N E GMT+3

FO O D  
Madagascar is famous for 
the breakfast dish vary 
amin’anana – a soupy rice 
served with chopped greens 
and dried, smoked meat. 
For lunch or dinner try the 
traditional speciality ravitoto 
sy henakisoa, consisting of 
cassava leaves and chunks 
of pork cooked in coconut 
milk. Sweet-toothed travellers 
should visit one of the French 
bakeries for melt-in-your-
mouth black vanilla macarons.

WH E RE TO STAY 
Accommodation varies from 
basic to luxury chateaux. 
Book in advance for peak 
season (July to September) as 
options can be limited.

H OW TO D O IT  
While self-drive is an option, 
Madagascar is best visited 
with a tour guide who knows 
the landscape and culture 
well, and who can introduce 
you to the local people for a 
more in-depth experience of 
the country.

M UST- PACK ITE M
Pack warm layers for the dry 
season, and good-quality 
hiking boots as forest terrain 
can be steep and slippery.

WHY G O
To immerse yourself in the 
incredible Malagasy culture, 
to learn about unique, 
deep-rooted customs, and 
to connect with the island’s 
people. The vast southern 
landscape feels limitless as 
you travel through its wide-
open spaces.
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